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OPINION 1313

TESTUDOSCRIPTA SCHOEPFF,1792 ANDEMYSCATASPILA
GUNTHER,1885 (REPTILIA, TESTUDINES): CONSERVED

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers the specific name ventri-

cosa Gray, 1855, as published in the binomen Emys ventricosa, is hereby

suppressed for the purposes of the Principle of Priority but not for those of

the Principle of Homonymy.
(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of

Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumbers specified:

(a) scripta Schoepff, 1792, as published in the binomen Testudo

scripta (Name Number 2955);

(b) cataspila Giinther, 1885, as published in the binomen Emys
cataspila (Name Number 2956).

(3) The specific name ventricosa Gray, 1855, as published in the

binomen Emys ventricosa, and as suppressed under the plenary powers in

(1) above, is hereby placed on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid

Specific Names in Zoology with the NameNumber 1 144.

HISTORYOFTHECASEZ.N.(S.)2315

An application for the conservation of Emys cataspila Giinther,

1885 was first received from Dr J. M. Legler {University of Utah, Salt Lake

City, U.S.A.), Professor H. M. Smith and Dr R. B. Smith {University of

Colorado, Boulder, U.S.A.) on 26 June 1979. After some correspondence it

was agreed that Testudo scripta Schoepff", 1792 should also be included in

the application for conservation. A revised manuscript was sent to the

printers on 15 April 1980 and published on 4 December 1980 in Bull. zool.

Nom. vol. 37, pp. 240-246. PubUc notice of the possible use of plenary

powers in the case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the

statutory serials, to six general and four specialist periodicals. No comment
was received.

DECISION OFTHECOMMISSION

On 13 June 1984 the members of the Commission were invited to

vote under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (1984)40 for or against

the proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nom. vol. 37, p. 244. At the close of the

voting period on 13 September 1984 the state of the voting was as follows:

Affirmative Votes —fifteen (15) received in the following order:

Melville, Mroczkowski, Cocks, Schuster, Savage, Heppell, Binder,

Starobogatov, Sabrosky, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Hahn, Kraus, Brinck, Coriiss
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Negative Votes —one ( 1 ): Holthuis.

Alvarado, Bayer, Bernardi, Halvorsen and Ride were on leave of absence.

No voting papers were returned by Cogger, Dupuis, Lehtinen and Willink.

Holthuis commented: 'It seems best to me, in this case of a sub-

species, the nomenclatural status of which is far from settled, to adopt strict

priority.'

Hahn commented: 'The authors wish to suppress only the species-

group name ventricosa Gray, 1855, but not mobilensis Holbrook, 1838. Are

ventricosa and mobilensis not synonyms, as indicated in the first paragraph,

and does mobilensis not compete with cataspilaT

Professor Hobart M. Smith replied on behalf of all the authors of

the application: 'Through the help of Dr John B. Iverson, I've learned

that the latest revisionary work on this group of turtles (Joseph P. Ward,
1984, "Relationships of chrysemyd turtles of North America (Testudines:

Emydidae)," Spec. Pubis. Mus. Texas Tech. Univ., (21): 1-50) places

Holbrook's 1838 Emys mobilensis (p. 38) as a junior synonym of Emys
hieroglyphica Holbrook, 1836, now Pseudemys (Pseudemys) concinna

hieroglyphica. This same author places scripta, to which ventricosa and
cataspila belong, in the genus Trachemys.

'Hence there need be no concern that mobilensis of Holbrook enters

into nomenclatural conflict with either ventricosa or cataspila. Wenever-

theless much appreciate the Commission member's concern.'

ORIGINAL REFERENCES

The following are the original references for the names placed on an
Official List and an Official Index by the ruling given in the present Opinion:

cataspila Gunther, 1885, Biologia centrali-americana, Reptilia and
Batrachia, p. 4, pi. 6, fig. B

scripta Schoepff, 1792, Historia testudinum iconibus illustrata, p. 16, pi. 3,

figs. 4.5

ventricosa. Gray, 1855, Catalogue of shield reptiles in the collection of British

Museum. Part I. Testudinata (tortoises), p. 28, pi. 14.
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